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A the Anniverſary Meeting of the Society for the 

| Propagation of the Goſpel in Foreign Parts, 
in the Veſtry-Room of St. Mary-le:Bow, on 
Friday the 19th Day of Fg ebruary, 17733 


GRE E b, that the Thanks of the 
Sorry be given to the Right 
Reverend the Lord Biſhop of St. 4ſaph, for 
his Sermon preached this Day by his Lord- 
| ſhip before the So ETV and that his 
Lordſhip be defired to. deliver a Copy of the 
fame to the Soerzrx to be Printed. 
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—— — rien entering into a fartlier ex ' 
words, ſuffer me to defire that you keep in 'ypup 
minds the general principle contained in them; and you 


will Anf If -eadly at deg 
ſtances," and the Alben ſituations of | 


mall take leave to mention, as 0 

nected with the credit and Wagen Br this 

The first objeRt; of our zeal was the converſioh | 
Indians; and it ſhould ſcem no difficult taſt to inf 

the minds of men, who have few religious not 
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1! appearance; be particularly welcome, where. the te. 
ain of law and government have: but little force,” & 
Yet it bas happened contrary to our hopes, that che 
preaching of the goſpel has been of ſmall efficacy Ange 
the Indians. The ſagacity for which they are remarkable 
ſeems to be of a partial kind, and to partake more of 
inſtinct than of reaſon. They can employ great art to 
obtain their ends; to procure what they deſire; or to 
ain a ſuperiority over an enemy: but their paſſions and 
bits proceeding always in one narrow track, they have 
neither reliſh nor diſcernment for the cleareſt truths, to 
which they have not been accuſtomed. After ſhewing 
the greateſt addreſs and courage in ſubduing or ſurpriſing 
an enemy, they cannot comprehend that it would be, 
generous not to torture him ; and that it would be wile - 
to give ſuch treatment as they would wiſh to receive, 
They have beſides an untameable ſavage ſpirit, which 
Has refuſed to hear the voice of inſtru&ion ; which haz 
obſtinately rejected the arts and improvements of the 
Europeans, and has hitherto only adopted the moſt beaftly 
of their vices, - 2 r 
For theſe reaſons, though we ought not to remit our 
Endeavours, yet I fear we have little reaſon to hope for 
their converſion, till ſome great change in their manners 
has made them abandon their ſavage vagrant life, and 
120 22S them for the diſcipline cf law and wy 5 ny 
| t a more promiſing field is opened to our hopes, in 
the populous provinces of our own colonies. The rapid 
increaſe of their, numbers on every fide, in à country 
where the means of ſubſiſtence are eaſy and open, together 
with the perpetual acceſſion of inhabirants Nom Europe, 
are continvally forming new congregations, Now know- 
ledge of all kinds will probably be rare amongſt men 
who are entering into the firſt rudiments of ſ5ciety ; and 
_ while their attention is bent on procyring the neceſſaries 
of life, it is not to be expected that they ſhould be either 
| . diligent or. ſuccoſsful in the improvement of religibus 
e Here therefore the inſtructions that are 
FSonveyed to them by the liberality of this Society, may 
be of eſſential and durable ſervice. This is — 
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good ſeed in à fruitful ſoil; and what is fo. planted 
produce retarns,of an hundred fold, and acdc d rait aul 
nouriſhment to future gederatioag. Allow me to indulge 
a little the pleaſure of contemplatiag in proſpeR the 
6. 8206 that may reſult in after-uUmes from this our labaur 

Perhaps the annals of history have never afförde a 
more grateful ſpectacle to a benevolent and plüloſophit 
mind, than the growth and progre's of the Britiſh colonies 
in North America. We ſee a number of ſcattered ſettle- 
ments, formed at firſt for the purpoſes of trade, or from 
A ſpirit of enterprize; to procure a maintenance, or to 
enjoy the exerciſe of their religion, which in thoſe un- 
happy days was refuſed, them at home; growing b 
degrees, under the protection of their mother- tere 
who treated them with the indulgence due to their weak 
neſs, and infancy, into little ſeparate common-wealths. 
Placed in a climate, that ſoon became fruitful and healthy 
by their induftry ; fling that liberty which was, the 
natural growth of their own country, and ſecured by her 
power againſt ſoreign enemies, they ſeem to have been 
intended, ag a ſolitary experiment, to inſtruct the world 
to what improvements an 8 mankind will natu- 
rally attain, when they are ſuffered to uſe their own' 
prudence, iu ſearch of their own intereſt. I muſt repeat 
it again, as an obſervation not unworthy of this audience 
and this occaſion, that there is no inſtance in the records 
of time, where infant colonies have been treated with - 
ſuch a juſt and liberal indulgenſee. 

Had theſe ſettlements been left to ſhift for themſelves, 
they would have periſhed and been ſwept away by the 
rough courſe of accidents, like ſeeds that are ſcattered 
by the winds, of which not one in a thouſand takes root 
and comes to maturity. Had they been planted by any 
kingdom but our own, the inhabitants would have carried. 
with them the chains and oppreſſion, to which they had 
deen inured at home: they would have been ſubject to 
the ſchemes of miniſters and favourites, and have ſuffered 
mare from their ignorance than from their rapine. At beſt 

they could only have lioped to be conlidered, as We re 
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" York Ern a lucrative farm, Which might ſometimes be 
 "Laffeted to thrive for the ſake of it's produce. 
Bur Britain from the beginning has treated her colonies 
| in a very different manner. She his not fold them her 
| roar at the price of their liberty: ſhe bas always 
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| 7heen ready to encourage their induſtry, to relieve their 
 *wints, and to revenge their injuries; and hes ſought no 
| ©'other advantage from ſo generous: a condutt, but the 
mutual benefit ariſing to diſtant countries from the ſupply 
of each other's wants. Adhering to-theſe maxims; - lie 
| has continued to reap the fru: »; of her own-wiſdom and 
moderation in a ſurpriſing encroaſe of national greatneſs; 
| - While her proſperous colonies are ſpreading without inter- 
|| *ruprior! over a vaſt continent, that may in a few centuries 
7 * rival the commerce, the arts, and the power of Europe. 
It is difficult for man to look into the deſtiny of future 
fes. The defigns of Providence are too vaſt and com- 
| "Plicated, and our own powers are too narrow, to admit 
of much ſatisfaction to our curiofity. But when we fee 
many great and powerful cauſes conſtantly at work, we 
cannot doubt of their producing proportionable effects. 
|} The colonies in North America have not only taken 
root and acquired ſtrength; but ſeem haſtening with an 
| accelerated progreſs to ſuch a powerful ſtate, as may 
introduce a new and important change in human affairs, 
Deſcended from anceſtors of the moſt improved and en- 
lightened part cf the old world, they receive as it were 
by inderitance all the improvements and diſcoveries of 
their mother country. And it happens fortunately for 
them to commerce their flouriſhing ſtate at a time when 
the homan underſtanding has attained to the free uſe of 
it's powers, and has learned to act with vigour and 
certainty. They may avail themfelves not only of the 
"experience and induſtry, but even of the errors and 
miſtakes of former days. Let it be conſidered for how 
many ages great part of the world appears not to have 
| "thought. at all ; how many more they have been bußed 
in forming ſyſtems and conjectures; while reaſon has 
bern loſt in a labyrinth of words, and they never ſeem 
| *to have ſuſpedted, on what frivolous- matters their minds 
. : 4 ere 
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rapid law ap ny ry What Wer 
heen made a few. years, by a iow couptrigh m8 
own at their head, which have at laſt diſcovered the = 


method of uſing their faculties, . —— B05 peak 
expect that a number of Provinces, 
. - advantages, and quickened ae 5 
only the common progreſs o ho. human mind, ſh6 
very conſiderably enlarge the boundaries of, n "> 
he vaſt continent itſelf. « over which they are . 
reading, may be conſidered as a treaſure, yet , 
of natural productions, that ſhall hereafter afford 
matter for commerce and contemplation: An if. we 
reflect what a ſtock. of knowledge may be LE 
by the conſtant progreſs of induſtry and o bſervatior 
with freſh ſupplies from the ſtores af nature, 
ſometimes:by thoſe happy ſtrokes of chance, which m 
all the powers of invention, and ſometimes by thoſe 
ſuperior characters, which ariſe occaſionally to 
and enlighten the world; it is difficult even to, imagine 
to oy ele of rene their dicoveries may 
2 „ wp! 
„ per may make As ee adv 
in _ arts parape they may mak and the conduct of . 
We have reaſon to be proud, and even jealous, 1 our 
excellent conſtitution. But thoſe equitable principles. on 
which it was formed, an equal repreſentation, (the beſt 
diſcovery. of political wiſdom) and a juſt and commodious 
diſtribution of power, which with us were, the price of 
civil wars, and the reward of the virtues, and ſufferings 
of our anceſtors, deſcend to them as a natural inheritance, 
without toil or pain. But muſt they reſt here as, in 
utmoſt effort of human genius? Can chance and goes 
the wiſdom and the experience. .of publick men, ſuggeſt 
een remedy againſt the evils, their vices and. ambition 
tually-apt to cauſe May they not hope, without 
profumprion to preſerve. A greater zeal for pigty and. 
— devotion than We have done? For ſure, it gan, 
dly happen to them, as. it has to us, that eben 
is del underſtood. and n moſt. pute and reaſo 3 
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that then ſhould be the preciſe time, when many Rafe 
to believe and practiſe it, aud all in — become moi} 
indifferent to it. May they not poſſibly be more ſucceſ - 
ful than their mcther-country has been, in preſerving 
that reverence and authority, which is due to the laws! 
to thoſe who make, and to thoſe who execute them? 
May not a methed be invented of procuring ſome tolerable 
ſhare of the comforts of life to thoſe inferior uſeful ranks 
of men, to whoſe induſtry we are indebted for the whale ? 
Time and diſcipline may diſcover ſome means to correct 
the extreme inequalities of condition between the rich 
and the poor, ſo dangerous to the innocence and the 
happineſs of both. They may fortunately be led by 
habe wad choice to deſpiſe that luxury, Which is con- 
fidered with us as the true enjoyment of wealth. They 
may have little reliſh for that ceaſeleſs hurry of amuſe- 
ments,” which is purfued in this country without pleaſure, 
exerciſe, or employment. And perhaps after try ing ſome 
of dur follies and caprices, and rejecting the reſt, they 
may be led by: reaſon and experiment to that old ſim- 
plicity,” which was firſt pointed out by nature, and has 
produced thoſe mcdels which we ſtill admire in arts, 
eloquence, and manners. The diverſity of new ſcenes 
- and: fituations, which fo many growing ſtates mirſt- 
neceſſarily paſs through, may intreduce changes in the 
uctuating opinions and manners of men, which we can 
form no conception of. And not only the gracious”. 
ci ſpoſition of Providence, but the viſible preparation of 
cauſes, ſeems to indicate ſtrong tendencies towards a 
general improvement. eee ee 
AF hope that theſe matters, which T have preſumed 
to dwell upon perhaps a little too minutely, will not ap- 
pear totaliy foreign to the preſent oceaſion, if we reflect to 
Whatever limits the population of our colonies may ex-: 
tend, whatever ſtates and Kingdoms tbey may form 
through all the progreſs of their fortunes and proſprritey 
the labogrs of this Society will probably: contivue to 


operate with an .increafing; influence; That ſobet and 


reaſonable ſenſe. of duty, which. has: been taughe onder , 
our direction to a few ſcattered- villages, may - hs 
„ 1 character 


* 


for abr Phopug atiin deb. D. 9 
charbcter hereaſterito the religion and nbrals of a Phe 
ful fate. The went and im perſect frults de reap ur put: 
ſent may bear no higher proportion to the future beriefity A 
chat may ariſe; than that of à ſew ſoattered ſeedi ti the”. 
4 fulneſs of the harveſt. 1220's „Vine * 320244 het. gow 

And perhaps the diſintereſted zeal of this S6ciety for; . 
the inflruion: of our brethren in North America; may. 
tend to revive that union and cordiality between the 
mother country and it's colonies,” which for the common 
utility ought never to have been interrupted. It is by no ö 
means decent from this place to cenſure the conduct of dur 
ſuperiors, or even to ſuppoſe it blameable; bot ſurely a 
good ſubjects we may wiſh-and endeavour to heal the 
wounds of our country, without enquiring by what hand 
they were inflicted. We may, and Ithink weought to Mi, 
that the true intereſt of the whole extenfive communit / 
may govern our future conteſts, and regulate all gur 
claims; Our mutual relation was formed, and has ö 
hitherto ſubſiſted, by a perpetval eommunication f 
benefits. We want the produce of ſoils and climates; , 

that differ ſo much from our own; and they will long. | 
have occaſion for the fruits of our arts, out induſtry aud 
our experience. And ſhould they ever ceaſe to want ouνijꝛ̃ 
protection, which as long as we render it beneficiaF to © 
them they never will ; yet we may ſtill eontinue unĩtecbiͤn 
intereſt,” in commerce, and the grateful remembrancè f 
old ſervices. May the wiſe and good on both ſides, 
withont- enquiting too curiouſiy into the grounds of paſt 
animoſities, endeavour by all prudent means to reſlore 
that old publick friendſhip and confidence, which made 
us great, happy and victorious. To countries ſo cloſely 
unitod it is needleſs, and even dangerous, to have recourle ' 
to the interpretation of charters' and written laws. Such 
diſcuſſions -excite jealouſy, and intimate an unfriendly; '* 
diſpoſition. It is common utility, mutual wants and 
mutual ſervices, that ſhould point out the true Bne ö 
ſabmiſſton and authority. Let them reſpect the pbWẽ-l- 
that ſaved them; and let us always love he compafipis 
of our dangers and our glories If we confider their” 
proſperity as makiog part of dure nwv we ſtialt feef n 
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| jealowſy at their ts; and they will al 
rare” th fubmit to an authority, — ind 15 
exerciſed invariably to the eommon advantage. Dutin 
all our happy days of concord, partly from our nations 
moderation, and partly from the wiſdom, and ſometimes 
Perhaps from the careleſſneſs of our miniſters, they. have 
been truſted in a good meaſure with the intire man 
ment of their affairs + and the ſucceſs they have met with 
ought to be to us an ever memorable proof, that the true 
art of government conſiſts in not governing too much. 
And why ſhould friendſhip. and gratitude, and long 
attachments, which inſpire all the reliſh and ſweetneſs of 
private life, be ſuppoſed to be of no weight in the inter- 
courſe between great communities? - Theſe are principles 
of human nature, which act with much greater certainty 
on numbers than on individuals. If properly cultivated, 
they, may to us be productive of the nobleit benefits; and, 
at All events, will neither leſſen the extent of our power, 


nor ſhorten the duration of it. . 
When things are on ſo reaſonable a- footing, if there 
mould happen to be any errors in ent, they will 
bon be chrrected by the friendly diſpoſition of the people; 
and the endeavours to ſeparate the intereſt of the colonies 
from that of Great Britain will be received with the in- 

dignation, that is due to the artifices of factious men, 

who wiſh to grow eminent by the misfortunes of their 
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. in that febure fate 6f independeney, which ſome 
amongſt them ignoranthy wiſh for, but which for their 
true intereſt can never be too long delayed; the old and 
prudent will often look back on their preſent happineſs 
with regret; and confider the peace and ſecurity, the late 
of viſible improvement, : and brotherly equality, which 
they enjoyed under the protection of their mother- 
country, as the true golden age of America, _ | 
I need not ſuggeſt how-favourable theſe diſpoſitions, 
muſt. prove to the reception of the religious and bene-. 
volent doctrines, which it is che buſineſs of this Society 
to propagate: Under a mutual inclination to peace and 
| good-will, the leſſons of piety we teach will be heard — 
Nl. . . at 
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of truth; and the claims we make will be eſtimateg 
paint all we ought to deſire) by the reaſonablenels 
of . 1. 4 0 1284 Deb oe af? ru This 
Ion I feel upon my mind. a ſtrong im refion of the 
publick advantages that would reſult from thi A 
and chriſtian: policy; and I could wiſh for the intereſt 
mankind, and ef our country in particular, that it ms) 
not be thought wholly of a viſionary nature. I think 
can ſee a ſtrong and immediate demand upon us for fach 
a conduct, from the ſituation we are in, and the unuſual 
occurrences that have paſſed before us within à few 
years. There ſeems ac preſent to be a great and general 
commotion, and tendency: to change, in the minds of 
men. Animated by the gradual improvement of Know- 
ledge, and the fortunate example of this country, our 
neighbours have had the courage to think with greater 
freedom on the moſt important ſubjects, and to look for 
ſeme thing: better in religion and government, chan they 
ſind eſtablidhed among themſelves. - And even in this! 
of liberty, where we have been long in poſseſſion of x] 
moſt ſolid and valuable truths, the ſpirit of enquiry 1 
Hill at work, and urging it's purſuits with a dangerous 
freedom, that riſks more than it can hope to gain. A 
the ſame time not only diſcontent and faction, but the 
real difficulties of things, che extent, the fluftuation and 
the int icacies of commerce afford ſufficient exerciſe fr 
political wiſdom. Add to this a vaſt acceſſion of diſtant 
territory, the art of governing which we are yet to learn. 
Our colonies are riſing into ſtates and nations. The ex- 


” 
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treme boundaries of the world are opening to our view; 
and regions, unknown to our fathers, may ſoon become 
the objects of contention. In this great ſhiſting ſcœne of 
human affaits, the concerns of this extenſive empire arg 
growing every year into more importance and dignity. 
It behoves us to adopt ſome plan of conduct, that ſhall be 
ſuitable to our ſituation and the high chatacter we ſuſtain, 
The intereſt of Britain, conſidered ange by itſelt, 
ought nat at preſent to be the ſole; and in à few ages 
may not be the moſt conſiderable object of attention. "We 
:1 188 
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empire; and is ſure to find the moſt power 
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have already tried what adyantage. is to be found ity 
— Dy force; and haye no reaſon to be proud © 
experiment. What F. has accryed to the publi 


| from the plunder an eſolation” of an induſirious 


helpleſs, people? The whole profit, we have. reaped 
from ſo much injuſtice and diſhonour, has ended in 
fraudulent fohemes, vain and extravagant expectations, 
uimous expence and luxury; attended with a general loſs 
of credit and confidence, a ſudden ſuſpenkon of commerce 
and induſtry, -and an almoſt total foppage of the main 
fprings and vital motions of ſociety. It requires ng 
common degree of wiſdom to deliver our country from 
{ach gains and ſuch profperity as this! 85 
A great liberal commanding ſpirit is wanting; ſuch 
as has appeared but rarely in modern times, but was better 
known to the ancignts ; which, without computing and 
— what is ſtrictly due, can extort affection and 
gratitude by public ſervices; which can facrifice little 
and even great intereſts to the eſtabliſhment of a ſolid 
Permanent authority, founded on juſtice and modermion: 
which permitting it's ſubjects to enjoy and improve all 
cheir natural advantages, can always avail itſelf of their 
wealth and numbers for the defence or the glory of the 
wertal reſources 

of government in their friendſhip and love. 
Me preſume not to inſtruct our rulers in the meaſhres 
of government: but it is the proper office of a preaches 
of the goſpel of peace, to point out the laws of juſtice 
and equity which muſt ultimate'y regulate the happineſs 
of ſtates as well as of individuals; and which are no 
other in eſſect than thoſe benevolent chriſtian morals 
which it is the province of this Society to teach, transfer- 
red from the duties of private life to the adminiſtration of 
publick affairs. In fact, by what bond of union ſhall we hold 


together the members of this great empire, diſperſed and 


ſcattered as lie over the face of the earth? - No 


Power can be {wift or extenſive enough to anſwer the 


rpoſe. Some art muſt be employed to intereſt all the 
— in/the preſervation of the whole ; Which can 
daly be uſfectad by ſerving, obliging and rennen them. 
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recompence fot 
ell its cares? I anfwet, chat they who havethe: heart to | 
do good to thaſe who depend pens then wil 
meet with an ample return. None are fo ſure to reap 
benefits of the ſoil, as they who have. red n6 expbh Ice 
in the cultivation. And it is univerſally true, Gan the 
more we exact from our fubjecte, the lefs we ſhall gain 
from them. Bovxrzrurxzss 184 PLENTIFUL 
„ GARDEN, AND 'MERCTPULNESS ENDURETH” FOR 
« pyeR.” Let the diſtant nations, that depend upon us, 
be made to know and feel that they owe their peace and 
happineſs to our protection. Let them be encou to 
conſider themſelves not as our ſlaves, but as our friends 
and brethren. And let ns engeavour to wipe away the 
tears from the oppreſſed natives of India ; and ufer 5 
them, if poſſible, to enjoy ſame tafte of the legal ſecurity 
arid, civil fibe „ which renders Hife dear tp ourſelves; 
which are ble hitherto unknown to thoſe climates 
but more grateful to the heart of man, than all the fruits - . 
and odours which nature has laviſned upon chen. 
This righteouſneſs and mercy, which is due to all men, 
but eſpecially to thoſe who are under our protection, is 


the law of nature, the command of reli ion, and ĩt ought 


to be the firſt and leading maxim of civil policy. Hut᷑ it 
js amazin how flowly i in all countries/the ;ciptes of 
natural juſtice, which are ſo evidently nec in-private 
life, have been admitted into the — of pub- 
lick affairs. Not many ages ago, it was cuſtomary to en- 
Fate in war without a reaſonable cauſe or provocation, 

nd to carry it on W humanity or merey. Since 
then, it ie dp become neceffary wh, ſtates to a 
weir 3 and juifify their conduct, befbre they 


begin 10 deldey "their fellow:creatutes... And blaſſad be 


nis memory who firſt tauglit the ſoldier to ſpare thę uſeful 
huſband And to feet 2 e at . 806 of 
zunocen Food: | 


* 


ie checks and reſtraints we lay on the in 


 powerf, I, and rich, not by force or fraud, bye 


. 


country has always been a great gainer by the n 
ſhe has communicated to her ſybjefts, Indeed it is a 
truth, not more important than it is evident and 7 
ghar. the moſt-ſure and effectual method of recei 
rom men is tg do good to them; or, as St. P try Lon 
fully expreſſes it, TO PROVOKE ONE ANOTHER TO 
Goon wozks.“ But the minds of men are nt 
r prepared and. enlightened by experience to 
tit in practice. A time, 51 doubt * will come, 
e progreſſive i improvement of human pews when 
uſtry of, our 
Fellow: ſubjeRts, and the jealouſies we conceive at their 
. will be co 22 as the effects of a miſtaken 
judicial to all parties, but chiefly to our- 
N * be a — — effort of virtuous ambition 


to anticipate this diſcovery; to break through the 


udices and ſelfiſh ſpirit of the age ; to find a better path 
our true intereſt ; and to make our country {oh and 


y Juftice, 
iendſhip and humanity * 

I Beule not have ex fo long on ſo Fd”; a ſuhject, 
had it not been for the great and almoſt infinite im- 
rtance of it: The virtue of a private man aſſiſts and 
77 a few individuals; but this public virtue does 
to thouſands and tens of thouſands. : The former 
relieves the diftreſs of a friend, or of a family: the latter 
acts in a higher ſphere; it founds ſtates and kingdoms, 


or makes them at. and happy. Vet all this 22 


which 'a nation can never ſufficiently acknowledge, at 


Teaft all that oy E to deſcribe, conſiſts in the r right 


application rules, which are ſo 
Nera to us in pt 23 © WrarsoeveR YE 

* round THAT MEN SHOULD bo UNTO YOU, Do 

i rizvex 26 vxt0 rien, Fortow Tart Wien 


i '696. 16 att MAN. Loot wot” bf phe MAN 


* * 11, n ru vr uu. * 480 
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for the Propagation of the Goſpel. 15 


«© ON THE THINGS OF OTHERS, BEAR YE ONE 


« 4$NOTHER'S BURTHENS, AND $0 FULFIL THE 
« raw or CHrisT.” But theſe truths lie before the 


eyes of men, like medicinal herbs in the open field; and 


for want of applying them to their proper objects, oy 
remain ignorant of their virtues. Yet we may ſay, wi 

2 pious confidence, that this has not been our own caſe. 
This Society has thought that we could not obey theſe 
divine precepts in a manner more agreeable to the true 
ſpirit of them, than by teaching to diſtant nations the 
truths that are beſt calculated to make them happy: 
Could we teach them to the great and the wiſe of this 


world, that would be happineſs indeed; that would be 
the moſt effectual and the moſt beneficial Propagation of 


the Goſpel, that the world has yet ſeen. Mankind would 
then have an experimental proof of the ſalvation offered 
to us from above; and would acknowledge with gra- 
titude the propriety of - that meſſage from Heaven, 
«© GLORY BE TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST; ON ARA 
„ PEACE, GOOD-WILL TOWARDS MER.“ 
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